Honors United States History Syllabus 2022-2023
Mrs. Gardner
Room 221
Textbook: Colon, Jose, et.al.  American History.  Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, 2018.  
Email: emily.gardner@henry.k12.ga.us
This is the best way to communicate with me, but I try to make myself available through multiple platforms.  I will be using Google Classroom and Remind, but if you have any questions/concerns, please email me and I will respond to you within 24 hours (at the latest).
Course Description: US History is designed to provide students with a comprehensive, intensive study of major events and themes in US history.  During the year we will study the European exploration and colonization of North America, and the resulting establishment and growth of the United States through the beginning of the 21st century. Our intent is not just to study what events happened, but also why they happened and how they affected America.
Students will take the state-mandated Milestone/EOCT (end of course test) in May.  
Grading Scale/Distribution:

A 90-100  B 89-80  C 79-74  D 73-70  F 69-below
This is the breakdown for each semester (fall and spring).
· Assessment Tasks: 40%

· Practice work: 40%
· Semester Summative Assessment (fall)/ Milestone Test (spring): 20%

 *New 9 week grading practice

All practice work assigned during the first 9 weeks of a semester will have a firm deadline of being completed at the end of the 9 weeks. That means if you have a missing practice work assignment from August, there will be no replacement for that grade once the second 9 weeks begins in October.
Daily Work: Each day that we meet will begin with a bell ringer (BR) question.  Daily lessons will include (but are not limited to): note taking, textbook readings or activities from HMH textbook, DBQs (Document Based Questions)/primary source work, centers/stations, worksheets/organizers, current event topics, and group discussions. There will also be homework assignments. All work should be kept in the student’s notebook or digital work on a flash drive, within Google Classroom, etc. for online work – somewhere you can access work you have completed. During the fall semester, students will also be required to create a National History Day project.  There will be graded checks throughout the semester to keep you on pace.  Final projects will be due at the end of first semester. 
Notebook: You should have somewhere physical to put hard copies of things that we do in class to keep all notes, work, etc. that you are completing so that you can refer to when studying.  A three-ring binder is best for this course. Students should use it to keep all class notes, handouts, notes from class, and assignments.  It is your responsibility to keep up with your notebook and all the appropriate contents.  
Learning Assignments/Assessments: Depending on the size of a standard, you will have at least one, if not more, learning assignment Quia.  Learning Assignments have reading material, images, cartoons, and reading checks, as well as review questions to help you review and prepare for your assessment.  These are for 100-point grades in the 40% practice work category of IC. 
--Assessments will be given every week to two weeks.  The time frame may vary for assessments depending on the size of the standard or unit – you will always be told up-front when assessments will be with plenty of time to prepare. These will include multiple choice questions, review multiple choice questions from previous units to help you continuously review for the Milestone test, and written free/constructed response questions.  These will be worth 100 points in the assessments category of IC (40%).  These will take place on Quia. 
--Benchmark testing will occur in all classes at the end of the first 9 weeks (October and March). These will be cumulative assessments to check for mastery. These will go into the assessments category of IC.
CFAs (Common Formative Assessments): These small (usually five-ten questions) “quizzes” will be given weekly or biweekly and will cover what we learned in class that week.  Depending on the week, these will count for a grade in the 40% Practice Work category, while other weeks they will simply be used for review purposes to prepare for a summative assessment.  These will also be given on Illuminate. 
Technology
· Many days you will be using your technology (SCHOOL-ISSUED laptop only) in the classroom.  

· Book bags (including phones and earbuds) will be put in a designated area at the front or side of the room for the duration of the class period.  NO exceptions.  The write-up process will be followed for any students who choose to not follow this rule.

· We will use the website www.remind.com.  You will then receive texts with reminders or extra information regarding our class.
· Send a text message to #81010 with the message @ush-
· For practice work and some assessments, we will use the website www.quia.com.  You will receive information separately as to how to sign up.  If you have used Quia before, you can use your same account and if you have multiple teachers using the site, you can have one account for all classes that use it. 
Class Policy/Expectations: 
· Be on time, put up your book bag (including phone and earbuds), and begin work on the bell ringer immediately.
· Bring your notebook, paper, a writing utensil, and laptop to class EVERYDAY.

· Bathroom policy: Make it a habit to go to the bathroom between classes.  (15/15 Rule)

· Try to make it a habit to handle any food/snacks before or after class. 

· Clean up after yourself!  Please check your desk area for any trash at the end of each period

· Respect all teachers, classmates, and school property and follow the Henry County handbook.
· Work missed due to an absence can be made up, but it is the student’s responsibility to arrange with the teacher to do so upon return.  Example: If you are only out one day, you have one extra day to complete the work. 
Consequences:

· If at any time you are not doing the assigned activity or displaying appropriate behavior during class time, you will first be given a warning.  From there, if the behavior and/or actions have continued, further disciplinary actions will be enacted (write-up process: parent contact, possible ISS or OSS).  
· Any cheating or plagiarism by a student will result in a zero!
